By an oversight, for which ive have to apologize, the order of this discussion was incorrectly arranged in our last issue.
estimate the value of correct information on this point. In the first place, it is a stage in which the system is still amenable to remedies, and the progress of tho disease can generally be arrested. In the second place, ^ the poison may be in process of elimination through these discharges, and tho disease unwittingly disseminated over the country,?an evil which might be prevented by a correct diagnosis.
Secondly.?The abuso of the administration of opium and brandy is dwelt upon. The judicious employment of these agents, at appropriate periods of the disease, in certain cases, is doubtless beneficial, whilst excess of them, particularly in the collapsed stage, is prejudicial to recovery in the last degree. On this question Dr. Murray says "The opinion of the practical profession, on the exhibition of these remedies in collapse, in large quantities, is almost unanimous, that they are not beneficial, and in general that they are decidedly injurious. " Thirdly.?In the paper, the antiseptic power of the gastricjuice and the bile is mentioned as a potential protective against attacks of cholera. This property has long been recognized by physiologists. The gastric-juice, in this respect, appears to occupy the same relation to the body, as the lowest protozoal forms of animated beings do to the animal kingdom generally.
The gastric-juice, whilst affording a perfect solvent of the albuminous components of the food, arrests putrefactive changes and decomposition, and reduces these compounds to the condition best fitted for absorption and subsequent utilization in the nutrition of the tissues. The protozoa, in like manner, arrest the progress of the decomposition of organic substances, in their advance towards the formation of inorganic compounds, and fit them for being utilized by beings of a higher typo and organization. In both cases, the supremacy of vital over mere chemical forces is apparent.
Fourthly.?Another question of immense importance to the human race is the contagious or non-contagious nature of cholera. If cholera be regarded as contagious in the same sense as typhus fever and small-pox, then the advocates for quarantine would have a strong case to go upon in periodically putting a stop to the commerce of large portions of the civilized world. But if it be proved that cholera is not a contagious disease in identically the same way as small-pox and typhus are acknowledged to be; that it is not directly conveyed from the sick, during an attack of the disease, to the comparatively healthy, but that it is in all probability, a communicable disease somewhat analagous in this respect to the typhoid fever of Sir William Jenner, then we have no alternative but to look upon quarantine as an apology for imperfect or neglected sanitation.
Dk. D. B. Smith said that he did not come to the meeting prepared to speak, indeed, his intention was not to speak; but as the subject was a very important one, and as all had been invited to express their opinions regarding Dr. Murray's Lecture, he would?with all due respect for the author of the paper?
presume to indicate what appeared to him to be its weak points.
He thought Dr. Murray's views regarding the so-called "cholera germ" were highly unsatisfactory and ideal. We were asked to attach the utmost pathological importance to an entity, the very existence of which was a matter of inference ; a thing which had no name, and which was said to be " very much analogous" to other things?" low vitalities"?which were also unnamed. We were told that the cholera germ "is probably invisible;" and yet in another part of the paper, these words occur: "that it is visible is the conviction of many." Again, notwithstanding its being "probably invisible," the germ has been distinctly seen to struggle and die under the action of the cholera pill. Eegarding the entrance of the infusorium into the system,? at one part of the Lecture, Dr. Murray tells us, "the most frequent channel is by the intestines (p. 10)?whilst at p. 13 we learn that " it generally enters the system through the lungs."
The germ is said to subsist upon epithelium; but Dr. Smith thought that as there was no actual proof afforded of the bare existence of the animalcule, the question of what it subsisted on must be regarded as a fruitless speculation.
Dr. Murray had confessed that he had found an animalcule " exactly similar" to the specific cholera germ '' Ipe distinctly traced to fear, and fear alone ; I once saw a remarkable instance in illustration. In conclusion, I think it can safely be said that all we know at present of this terrible disease is this?that it is shrouded in obscurity, and depends upon that "peculiar something" which has yet to be discovered.
Dr. Murhay then inquired whether any member was prepared to furnish him with a definition of the word contagion. 
